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STORY THUS FAR 


I n the early 21 st century, an apocalypse turned 
fertile lands into deserts and brought human civ¬ 
ilization to its knees. Control of Japan passed into 
the hands of tyrannical kings. 300 years later, a 
new hope was born. 

At the birth of a rebel chieftain’s twins, the 
blind prophet Nagi predicted, “This is a child of 
destiny, one who will grow to lead the people and 
be the light in the sky of our nation’s future.” The 
people of Byakko Village placed their hopes in their 
Chieftain’s son Tatara and raised him as the “Boy of 
Destiny.” 

With the tyrannical Ukon XV ruling Japan 
through his ruthless sons, a better tomorrow can 
only be achieved by means of strife and bloodshed. 
When the “Boy of Destiny” is killed by the Red 
King’s forces, it is up to his twin sister to secredy 
take up his sword and fulfill the prophecy of their 
birth. Sarasa must lead her people in her brother’s 
name or all will be lost. 

Following a terrible defeat, Sarasa’s reluctance 
to put others at risk inspires her to journey alone 
to Sakurajima in Kyushu to search for old allies. 
With luck, bravery and Ageha’s aid, Sarasa succeeds 
in entering the Red King’s capital and reaching 
Kyushu through the dangerous but unguarded 
Kanmon Tunnel, where she briefly meets the 
ancient Suzaku rebel Rasho. 

In Kyushu, Sarasa meets Hayato, a boy who’s 
masquerading as Tatara for the Red King’s cousin, 
Shido. Hayato’s deal with Shido ends in death for 
others. Disillusioned, Hayato joins the “real Tatara.” 
En route, they observe the Red King’s newest 
ship—the mighty Battleship Crimson-which casts a 
shadow over Sarasa’s confidence. Interestingly, it’s a 
chance encounter with Shuri that restores her faith. 
After saving Shuri from an assassination attempt, 
she’s given a carrier parrot so they might begin 
courting with love letters. 

Unaware Shido is hunting “Tatara,” Sarasa has¬ 
tens to Sakurajima. But her quest to find allies in 
Suzaku Village has been in vain-the village has 
been sunk beneath the waves of Kagoshima Bay for 
years, along with the rest of Sakurajima. 




Shido 


Sarasa (disguised as 
Tatara) 

When Sarasa and her twin 
brother Tatara were born, a 
prophecy was made. “This is 
a child of destiny, one who 
will grow to lead the people 
and be the light in the sky of 
our nation’s future.” The peo¬ 
ple of Byakko Village 
assumed Tatara was the “Boy 
of Destiny,” and Sarasa grew 
up mostly in his shadow. When the Red King’s forces 
kill Tatara, Sarasa takes up her brother’s name and fights 
in his guise, not realizing that she is the real Child of 
Destiny. Only visits to hot springs offer Sarasa the priva¬ 
cy to indulge her true identity. There, she has met a 
curious young man named Shuri, who has become her 
only outlet for being completely herself. 

The Red King 

In charge of the Midwestern 
Honshu, Shikoku, and 
Kyushu, he is the youngest of 
the King of Japan's four sons. 

Prophesied to bring misfor¬ 
tune to his father, King Ukon 
branded him a slave. Only a 
privileged few call him by 
his name-Shuri. Hounded by 
threats from abroad and his 
family, he is a ruthless but 
effective ruler, crushing those who oppose him. The 
destruction of Byakko Village is just one in a long list of 
rebel groups he has suppressed. Ignorant of her secret 
identity and hiding his own, Shuri’s interactions with 
Sarasa reveal hints of his unhealthy family history and 
his desire to unite Japan in peace. Seemingly intent on 
courting, he has given Sarasa a whisde to call a carrier 
parrot so they might write to each other during their 
travels. 

Ageha 

Capable of staying the hand 
of a King and arranging for 
1,000 head of catde on short 
notice, this mysterious desert 
nomad seems to be extreme¬ 
ly informed and influential. 

He also has a secret identi¬ 
ty—Kicho, a famous per¬ 
former among a traveling 
troupe of dancing ladies. 

Ageha lost his left eye when 
the Red King blinded it as payment for his rescue of 
12-year-old Sarasa. Now, he is "Tatara’s” slighdy merce¬ 
nary ally. Ageha uses his owl companion, Kagero, to 
carry messages to his contacts. 





In charge of Kyushu, Shido is 
the Red King’s cousin and 
trusted friend. He is also 
known as “Shido the 
Buddha” for the combination 


of his soothing countenance 
and his ability to send thou¬ 
sands to Heaven during times 
of conflict. To lighten Shuri’s 
burden, Shido has taken over 


the hunt for Tatara. Ageha was 
once his family’s slave. 



Hayato 

This brave, if naive, young 
man made a deal with Shido. 
In exchange for pretending 
to be Tatara and bringing 
those who joined him to the 
bargaining table, Hayato 
would receive medicine for 
his sick mother. The deal 
ended in an ambush, claim¬ 
ing the lives of many would- 
be rebels. Then his mother 



died from her illness. So Hayato has thrown his lot in 
with “Tatara” and become the resourceful traveling 
companion of the “Boy of Destiny.” 


Senju 

A privileged princess, Senju’s 
lady-like demeanor hides her 
passionate heart. Deeply in 
love with her fiancee, Shido, 
her fear for his safety spurs 
her to drastically improper 
actions. A late-night visit to 
Shido ends in a secret mar¬ 
riage before he sets across the 
desert to seek Tatara in south¬ 
ern Kyushu. 




This one-time sailor was |_V 
something akin to a military v 
advisor and trainer in Byakko ,, ^ 
Village. A strong leader and 
fighter, Kaku is loyal to ^ 

Sarasa’s family and the cause 
of the “Boy of Destiny.” He lh 
has risked his life many times 
for Sarasa and was thought 
lost in the conflict on the \ 
bridge atTsuyama. Kaku, the V 
prophet Nagi, and Sarasa’s mother 


who know Sarasa has taken her brother’s place. 





gH AR TREUSE HALE 3 
P r THE<RTR V ATE SHIP 
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■Hpgpi 

WM'&wk 

Pi 




f DEFEAT 
THE 
SHOJO 
CLAN, THEN, 
ONE DAY, 
THE RED . 
ARMY, i 


TURN 
THE 
L AMPS 
ON. I 


BUT 

WATCH 

THE 

FUEL. 


HEY, 

TIME 

TO 

SWITCH 

SHIFTS. 
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DON'T 

GIVE 

UP. 


SHURI 


THESE t J 
I THINGS 4 

HE TOLD y/# 
Himself? 












GOING 
TO MAKE i 
THIS A H 

specific 

DANCE. /4 












//.WHEN 
//THINGS 
fjf/SE&N\ 
yAMPOS- 
% SIBLE... 


CHANCES W 
ARE p 
ONE 

IN A -V 
THOUSAND./* 


I DON'T 
WANT TO 
GOTO 

my 

GRAVE 


THIS IS 
INSANE'. 


...SOME- 

TIMES 

you just 

HAVE TO 







BLINDFOLD. 


-? I CAN 
''/MAKE 
/MYSELF 
BELIEVE.., 


...r/M 

I ON '# 
/ SOLID % 
GROUND. 
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WANT] 
\ TO 


, AND 
SQUARE. 


WE WONT 
HAVE TO 
HIDE IN A 
SECRET 
PORT 
ANYMORE! 


DEFEAT 
THE 
SHOJO 
CLAN - 
WITH 

1 you. 


AND \ 
THEN \ 
iCONFRONT 
\ THE RED 
i\ ARMY! 


[ WE CAN 
A SET SAIL 
| WITH OUR 
I HEADS 
f HELD 
k HICH! A 


WE'VE ONLY 
BEEN APART.... 
...FOR A FEW 
WEEKS... 
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AT LAST, 
WE'VE 
FOUND 
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THE 

WIND.. 


CAN YOU SEE 
ANYTHING 
ABOUT LORD 
TATARA'S 
FUTURE? 


THUNDER. 


/ LIKE \ 
WAVES, 

I IT IS 
ROLLING 
IN UPON i 
i THEM. • 










TINY TAM-TAM TIME© 
Ll'L SHIDO 


Ll'L SHIDO 

Scorpio, blood type A. 

He's so cute I have to call 
him "Li'I Shido. 


I like conscientious 
guys like him. 


p 5 ^ I chuckle when I think- he 

sp3|u <r" might have tan lines when he 
takes off his headdress. 

J I M Princess Senju is probably a Virgo, 

blood type A. 
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ilk; 


HA! THE 
5H0J05 

ARF 

BROWN- 

NOSERS, 


MILKING 
ALL THEY 
CAN 
FROM 
THE RED 
KINO. 


wwy 

VHAT'! ? L - ^«St/\TARA! 


// / THERE’S 
/// A CLOUD 
/ \ OF SAND 
/ IN THE 
I /DISTANCE! 


WE'LL 
MAKE A 
DEAL 
FOR YA. 
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LEGENDARY 

AR/VW 

LED BY THE 
i DAZAIFU 
I CHIEF- j 

I SHIPO. 4 


5 SENDS 
"THOU' 
-SANDS 
' TO 
HEAVEN, 


THE RED C 
KING'S , 
RIGHT : 
HAND /•" 
MAN! V\ 


KIND 

FACE. 


/ 1 

J HE } 


GATHERED 

THE 

GREATEST 

WARRIORS.../ 


A 




















ip w. pw ' m mm 

mgs. mm 

■MSH 


WE'RE 

BRINGING 

TATARA 

OVER! 


DON'T 

SELL 

OUR 

OWN! 


YOU'RE 
ONE 
OPUS 
\ NOW! 
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DECIDED 

FOR 

MYSELF. 


PLEASED 

T'MAKE 

YOUR 

ACQUAIN¬ 

TANCE, 

TATARA. 


WELCOME 
TO THE 
THIRD 
SHIP O' 
SUZAKU. 













































_f/WWORU, 
>, MAMORU, 
DON'T 
J CRY. 


/ DONT 
(WORRY. 


TAT APIA 
WONT 
DO ANY- 
THING 
BAD. 


MY \ 
GRAND-] 
FATHER 

told me ( 

TO 5EEK 
OUT THE 
SUZAKU l 
PEOPLE.! 


; ; on 

1 THE 
(WAY... 


Jl COME 
FROM 
THE 
| BYAKKO 
VILLAGE 
, IN 
SANYO. 


I’VE 

HEARD 
OF THE 
BYAKKO 
VILLAGE. 


..THR0U6H 

THE 

DESERT. 


...I’VE COME 
TO FEEL 
AS IF I'M 
VISITING 
LONG-LOST 
RELATIVES. 





LONG AGO, 
THE 

PEOPLE/ - 

WHO \ If, 

STARTED KL) 

the yp 

UPRISING fps 
SCAT- SL 
TERED £ J 
ACROSS ; 

THE k 
COUN TRY.K 


1 little/ 


M My 

• ow grand- 

FATHER 

^MItoldme 
KVVH that 

C7 \STORY. 


THESE 

PEOPLE 

KNEW... 


BEAUTIFUL 
1 VILLAGE. 


ONE ' 
TOOK 
BYAKKO, 
ANO¬ 
THER 
TOOK 
SUZAKLL. 


THEY 

VOWED TO 


GRANDPA! 


/WTATARA’S 
||/ NOT LIKE 
, / THE 
STORIES. 
3 HE'S NOT 
^ SCARY AT 
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1 COULD 
I HAVE 
ONE OF 
THESE 
FOR 
KACE- 
RO? 


/BUT THEY 
1 ALSO 
SAVA 

[CORNERED 
i MOUSE 
WILL 
ATTACK 
A CAT. 


AGEHA, 

WE 

BROUGHT 
YOU HERE 
TO 

IDENTIFY 
TATARA 
FOR US. 
YOU'RE 
STILL A 
PRISONER. 


MIND Tl 
YOUR \\ 
PLACE, Z 
OR 

THEY'LL 

SILENCE 

YOU. 


/ LION > 
l SPARES 
! NO 
I STRENGTH 
EVEN 
WHEN / 
HUNTING ) 


WE 
CANT 
GO | 
ANY- " 
[WHERE... 


j AND 
I FUJI N 1 
! ON 
[ THE 
SEA! 4 















do you 

KNOW WHY 
TATAF IA 
IS SO 

OBSESSED 
WITH THE 
SUZAKU 
SWORD r 7 


THEY WON'T 
MAKE HIM 
ANY MORE 
POWERFUL. 


THEY MAY 
BE GOOD 
BLADES, 
BUT 

THEY'RE 
JUST THAT 
BLADES. 


GOOD 

FRIENDS. 











t «*,n* \ V THE 

SWORDS 
\ OF 
...WERE \ }BYAKK O, 
CREATED'', SUZAKU, 
By A | 5EIRYU, 
SWORD J AND 
SMITH \<3ENBU... 


THEIR WILL 
TO FIGHT 
BURNED 


U3UTTER 1 
I WITH , 
THEIR; 
\ WILL./ 


STARTED 

AN 

UPRISING 

WITH 

FOUR 

HEROES... 


AFTER 

THEIR 

DEFEAT. 


I THE DAY 
TATARA 
BRINGSALL 
FOUR 
SWORDS 

/together... 


...HE WILL 
BECOME A 
POWERFUL 
LEADER, 
INDEED. 
























SHURI. 
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' NO, NOT 
WITH 
AGEHA 
INVOLVED. 
MAYBE 
TH#T\S 
THE 

MESSAGE... 










































: : . 
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WAS LIT WITH 
HUNDREDS OF 
BRILLIANT 
LIGHTS. 


THAT NIGHT, 
THOUGH 
THE MOON 
WAS DARK 
OVER 

KAGOSHIMA.. 



TINY TAM-TAM TIME (3) 

AGEHfl (K1CH0) 

Who the heck is he, anyway'? J'y' 

We don't know his birtWay or j A _ 
blood type. Or how old he is. ^ / \LV. 

Must be pretty old...oh wait, he'd 
be the same aye as Shido. / Uj 


Has quite an attitude despite the fact 
that he used to be a slave. 

Always wears blu 

: "j J He'd wanted a hawk, but 

j/i | what he found was an owl. 

l(f sm. ^ And that‘s Kagero. 

fKf'' ^ d& ^ Ud^ks. 


SARASA’S o 

l T I" 'Kan 

JOURNEY \ Q DazaiftTN^, 

-— - ©J ^-Bepr 




~ The Hidden Port'Ax^ 







RAIJIN 
THREATENS 
BY LAND. 


TEAMS OF 
20 HORSES 
EACH, 
TETHERED 
TOGETHER 
BY IRON. 


FUJIN 

THREATENS 
BY SEA. 


UNBEATABLE 
FLEET 
OUTFITTED 
WITH 
FIREARMS 
STILL RARE 
IN THIS 
COUNTRY. 










-Tjpo 

iiTono. 


\ CANNON 
WE HOPE 
15 ON THE 
SUZAKU 
FLAGSHIP. 
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boo y 

TO THE 
RED AR/VW. 
























































LONG HAS 
IT BEEN... 


/ my 

limbs 

FEEL... 


30 

MINUTES; 


THE LION 
IN THE 
TUNNEL. 


.WAITING 
TO EAT 
ME... 


4 IF I 
i / SHOW 
FATIGUE. 


















































KNOW | 
NOTHING.'! 


HAVATO. 


DON'T 

PLAY 

TH'FOOL. 


PARENTS 
/V\U ST A 
TOLD YOU 
.SOMETHIN'. 
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you HAVE 
AN 

ARMORY. 


ALL THIS R 
TO CATCH I 
JUST ONE R. 
PERSON?’ y- 


..AMD THE 
HOUR WILL 










...BUT 

THAT'S THE 
ONLY 

ROOM THE 
VILLAGERS 
AREN'T 
ALLOWED i 


















































!/ BUT you 
'pack cun- 
powder 

AND THE 
BALL INTO 
y THE 
\ FRONT... 

































THIS IS. 


INSANE. 


AND 

VET... 
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THEFUJIN 

15 

BURNING! 


! ANOTHER 
ONE JUST 
CAUC3HT 






...15 / 
TREASON 
ENOUGH, 
5H0J05! 


1 IT'S NOT \ 
POSSIBLE.! 
i DID THEY ] 
I JOIN 1 
I HANDS 
WITH 

ATATARA !? 


NO, 

WAIT: 


SEND A 
COURIER 
TO THE 
RED 
i KINO. 


I HAVE 
THE 
CRIM¬ 
SON 
SENT.. 


THE 

BATTLESHIP 
CRIMSON 
MUST BE 
KEPT TCL_^ 
DEFEND 
AGAINST^ 
FOREIGN 
THREATS?- 


MUSTN'T 
TROUBLE 
SHURI 
RIGHT / 
NOW. / 




















SHOJOS 
Ws TREATED 
fcfj/ IT LIKE 
THE REAL, 
THING I 


% BECAUSE If 
I THEY 
; WANTED 
THE POWER ^ 
IT GAVE A 
THEM! 


THEY , 

RUtNeV 
w (A * 

FAMILY! 
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iSJJ THERE'S A 
I/a LADY WHO 
r/a CLAIMS TO 
>3 BE MASTER 
|f SHIDO'S 







...YET WILL 
YOU SAY 
HE’S JUST 
ANOTHER 
ONE OF 
YOUR MEN? 



















MERCH¬ 
ANT 
VESSEL 
FROM 
EUROPE | 


LOOKING 

TOGO 

FURTHER 

SOUTH. 


I IF I WERE 
TO LEAVE 
SUO CITY, 
WHERE ANY 
SMALL THING 
MIGHT 
SETOFF 
A DISPUTE, 
AND GO TO 
SHIDO'S AID... 


WATCHING 

THIS 

l COUNTRY. 


TRYING 

TO 

DECIDE 
IF WE'RE 
WORTH 
DEALING 
WITH AS 
EQUALS, 
OR AS AN 
INFERIOR 
NATION, 


...HE 
WOULD 
NEVER 
LET ME ◄ 
LIVE IT 
DOWN, 
PRINCESS 
SENJU. 


PERMITTED 

ONLY 

MERCHANT 
SHIPS 
TO PASS 
THIS 
STRAIT. 
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/0 

| TIE A : 

myw 

^£>1/ vellow 

RIBBON 

SHID0.3|gr " 

ST 1 ) kV ^flsA - 

V, \, ' CHARM 

3l*tfK 1 *5? 

'• . «t™ N 

1 THB ^_ Af/ 

-yy 

/// j. 

y/\ 

w/~ 

V 

: <4 __ 

|WIND... \^/ 
















SHOULD 
COME 
VISIT 
SOM E- 


\ PLANNED. 


THERE’S 
NO WATER, 
POOR SOIL, 
AND IT'S 
TOO HOT. 


DO you 

KNOW 

WHY 

NOTHING 
GROWS 
IN THE 
DESERT? 


THAT’S 

ALL 

TRUE. 

BUT 

THERE'S 


SHURI. 


FUNDA¬ 
MENTAL 
• PROBLEM. 











I WANTS 
I TOGO 
TO 

] LORD 
SHIDO’S 


NAME 

LORD 

SHIDO 

CALLS. 









THE UNION 
FLEET THAT 
WAS 

THOUGHT 
TO BE 
BEYOND 
OUR WATERS. 





I THE 
I RED KING 
I WILL 
RETURN 
' SHORTLY 
ON THE 
BATTLESHIP 
1 CRIMSON! 


EVERYONE 

GATHER 

YOUR 

BELONGINGS 

AND 

PREPARE 
TO EVACUATE! 


STAY 

CALM' 





















WHAT COULD BE WORSE? 
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w 

w 

LuJ Jwj 


1 

h 

y M 

THEY APB 

ALREADY 


p= 


CLOSE 

TO SUO CITY. 

, 1 

i ^ 

r 


t 



















MILITARY 

BEFORE 


THE RUBY 
OF THE 
DESERT 
THEY CALL 


























if you 

DO NOT 
, UNDER- 
[ STAND 
ME... 


MERCH¬ 

ANT 

\SHIP. 





THERE 
ARE 
PEOPLE 
WHO 
WANT 
US TO 
FIGHT . 


HE 

MAY 

HAVE 

HAD 

HELP 


FROM 

WITHIN 

YOUR 

RANKS. 


SO 
THEY 
MIC3HT 
SEIZE 
MY LAND. 


■ 

PUNISH 

HOWEVER, i 

' H THIS 

AN / ' - 

i MAN 

APOLOGY 

-/ OUR- 

FROM JjES 

7 SELVES. 

MY NATION 7 TeT 

(ilk 

TO YOURS A, 

A 

\S> l|\ Jn il 


EXPECTED. \PUS/ ' 

■ \iknr- 



























































































































































YOU'LL 
HAVE TO 
DEAL WITH 
TATARA 
YOURSELF. 









DESTROYING 
HIS OWN SHIP! 


WHAT WOULD HE DO 
IF WE TOOK THIS 
OPPORTUNITY TO 
ATTACK? 


AND WE WILL 
NOT ATTACK. 


WERE NOT 
SAVAGES. 


WE'LL DISCUSS 
THIS LIKE CIVILIZED 
NATIONS. 














■ 


















THEY WILL 
PAINT THE 
EARTH 
GREEN. 


NA(3I 

ONCE 

TOLD 









5HURI. 


THIS 

LAND 

isn;t 

DEAD. 


I WONDER 
IF HE'S 
WATCHING 
/V\E FROM ' 
50MEWHERE. 


SOMEDAY 
VET'LL BE W 
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ON THE FINAL DAY OF THE CONFLICT, 
WHICH WOULD LATER BE CALLED 
"THE BATTLE OF SAKURAJIMA," 


.THE SUN ROSE THROUGH VOLCANIC ASH. 



TAM-TAM TIME 


I don't have anything 
to talk about this volume.. 


So I'll just u;riie 
about stuff 1 >^ e - 

Please read this ^k" ^ 

haV e nothing else x 


TO PASS THE TIME... 
V U>« 


> 



«<V * oui ‘ 

please <***’ 


tahu . 
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IT'S NOT THAT I THINK WORK IS PAINFUL. 



AND THANKS FOR THE TEACUP AND THE SNOWMAN 

AND THE TAPES AND MUGS.QJ MV READERS ARE SO NICE. Q? 




1 ve become 
a big -fan, 
and I try to 
watch every 


Wow I want 
to try oils 
myself. 


He's amazing, 
and really 
■fun to 

watch! Its 
superhuman, 
if you 
ask me! 



It's this 
how-to show 
where the guy 
finishes one oil 
painting in 
half an hour 
while he blabs. 


I've gotten into 
sumo wrestling. 




Speaking of 
recently... 


...just like the 
time with the 
Track and Field 
Championships. 


I didn’t care 

at first, 
but I gradually 
got hooked... 


I feel like 
of fads. 


frS SUPPOSED 
T0 BE THE 

kokuqikm 


At the stadium 
in Sumida War<Ts~ 
Ryogoku district 
in Tokyo. 


A long time ago, 
I went to see a 
friend‘s friend 
compete in the 


■v. -v£ 

l- .‘t 

^ 


help V_, V. 

following the , 
stories of the ( 
brothers ' 

Wakanohana 
and Takanohana. 






MS. y, HOW ARE you? 


18 




...and my parents, 
would tell me 1 
couldn't keep them 


little, I used 
to bring home 
stray kittens... 


I’m sure she’s 
taking good 
care of him. 
I'm so glad. 

0 




OUR CAT ^ 
HAD KITTENS, 
BUT WE'RE 
GOING TO / 
TAKE THEM 
TO THE pound. 


Then 

there’s 

Brings 

B,IK J- back 


I have to ] c.a 

™V" (v\V^> 

sometimes. \ VbA V S 
But hie Vl^V\ 
answer is Tui= 

always ’’fnarr." /"W ~ l ~'N 


1 MV FIRST NOVEL 
IS COMING OOT 
FROM PALETTE 
BOOKS. 

ITS CALLED 
“A CARRIAGE 
IS COMING AT 
MIDNIGHT." 
PLEASE. TAKE , 
A LOOK. 


BUV THE 
TOMOE VIDEO! 


MY RESPONSES '' 
TO YOUR LETTERS 
ARE TAKING A WHILE. 
I'M IN THE MIDDLE 
OF A PROJECT 
RIGHT NOW. 





Recommendations 


Editor’s comments 


If you enjoyed Basara, please try these 
other graphic novels: 

Chicago 

From Basara’s creator, YumiTamura, Chicago 
is an action-packed short series set in the 
near future. Capable Rei and her seasoned 
partner Uozumi are survivors. After being 
deployed to a half-finished manmade 
island to search for earthquake survivors, 
their military rescue squad is bombed. 
Discovering the mysterious forces behind 
the bombing becomes their personal goal 
as they join a private rescue force that 
gathers secretly in a Shinjuku bar called 
“Chicago.” 

Banana Fish 

Currently running in the anthology 
Animerica Extra, Amiki Yoshida’s most 
famous series is filled with gritty action. 
When a man is gunned down in the 
gang-infested back alleys of 1980’s New 
York City, it begins a complicated series 
of events that cause gang leader Ash to go 
up against mafia don “Papa” Dino. The 
series sends Ash and his allies across the 
country and against political intrigues in 
search of the truth behind the mysterious 
and deadly substance “Banana Fish.” 

Vagabond 

One of the best action artists out there, 
Takehiko Inoue puts his skills to the test 
in this extraordinary series. Inspired by 
EijiYoshikawa’s classic samurai story 
Musashi, Vagabond is the tale of an unfo¬ 
cused soldier on the losing side of histo¬ 
ry. Takezo’s initial goal of survival esca¬ 
lates the violence around him, turning 
him into a homicidal wildman. Through 
the way of the sword, he must transform 
himself from brute to saint. 


I remember the first time I came 
across Basara. It was while I was 
teaching English in Japan. Basara was 
one of those titles all the girls in my 
classes shared. Only well-loved 
favorites found their way onto the 
homeroom bookshelves. This made 
it easier to figure out which titles to 
try, easier still when the students 
would loan them to me. 

The first time I flipped through 
Basara, I didn’t get it. The art wasn’t 
“pretty;” the story seemed really 
harsh. What was all the fuss about? 
Well, maybe if I’d actually read it, I 
would have figured it out! A girl 
raised in the shadow of her twin 
brother suddenly having to take his 
place is emotionally intriguing 
enough for a whole series. Add to 
that the most amazing of love sto- 
ries-a young couple falling in love, 
sharing the same goals, yet they are 
enemies ignorant of each other’s 
true identities-that’s enough for 
another whole series right there! 

The heroine, Sarasa, is unlike 
your average shojo heroine because 
there is no other shojo manga artist 
like YumiTamura. She writes about 
tough, strong heroines in harsh situ¬ 
ations, pitching fluffy, stereotypical 
ideas about shojo manga out the 
window. Sarasa is never coddled, and 
her knowledge and wits are vital to 
her success. 

With such a strong heroine, 
the Shakespearian romance, dynamic 
emotional and martial conflict, is it 
any wonder Basara became one of the 
most successful series of the 1990’s? 
Once I gave Basara a second look, I 
borrowed all of it. Then I bought the 
series for myself. Now my habit of 
lending the series to friends can 
expand to include those who don’t 
read Japanese. It’s an honor to be a 
part of bringing this remarkable 
series to English. 




